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LETTER 


ls not the Deſign of this Ad- 
Nee 120 dreſs to offer any thing againſt 
9 147 the Argument of your Ser- 
mon or Poſtſcript, any farther 
Sq than is neceſſary to vindicate 
SE] the Proteſtant Diſſenters 

from * unkind Reſlections You have caſt upon 
them: I ſhall leave the Cauſe of CHURCH 
AUTHORITY in the Hands of the Lord Bp. 


of Bangor, and your own,. not doubting but 


the World will receive ſome new Light from 
your Labours: Let me only deſire, that when 
you reply to his Lordſhip, You would write 
with a little more Temper than appears 
in your Poſtcript ; for angry Words, and a So- 
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4 
vereign Contempt of one's Adverſary will preju- 


dice = beſt Cauſe in the World. Twas below 
the Dean of Worceſter to tell the World that his 
* Lordſhip had not been his Primary Viſitation. 

. That Your Sermon had diſturbed his Lord- 
« ſhip's Thoughts for ſeven Months. that 

« you can bear to be treated as a Fool, but 
ec not to be repreſented as a Knave,-—totalk of 
« returning his Lordſhip his Bearskn &c. Such 
Flowers as theſe diſcover the Temper of the 
Writer, but do no Service to his Cauſe. Surely 
Clergymen, and Men of Learning, ſhould treat 
each other with more Decency and Re- 
ſpect ! 

No Body is ſurpriz d at the low Artifices of 
the Younger Clergy ;3 many of whom have no- 
thing cle to recommend them to their Supe- 
riors but an unmanly way of Triumphing over 
the Diſſenters in the Pulpit, even before they 
have ſo much as look'd into their Controverly : 
Accordingly they dreſs up their Adverſaries in 
a ridiculous Habit, and having beſtowed plenty 
of Invectives upon them, turn them looſe to their 
incenſed Auditories; an Anathema from ſuch 
a Quarter as this deſerves no Regard : Bur 
when a Gentleman of your great Learning, 
and high Station in the Church ſhall give Judg- 
ment againſt the whole Body of Proteſtant 
Diſſenters without Diſtinction; and tell the 
World they arc all inſincere and inexcufable 
before God; You muſt pardon us, if we are 
not * under ſo heavy a Charge. 


But 


Reverend Dr. HA R E. 5 

But before I examine the ſeveral Paſſages in 
your Sermon and Poſtſcript that relate to the 
Diſſenters, allow me to conſider a little the 
general Principle on which you proceed. You 
admit (P. 35.) © that the H. Scriptures are the 
* Rule of out Faith, not the Sound of the Words, 
« but the Senſe of them.” You then proceed to 
enquire, how we ſhall certainly know the true 
Senſe of the Scriptures, and who has a Right 
to Interpret them with that Authority that his 
Interpretations OUGHT to be ſubmitted to? 
You anſwer (P. 37) © Not a ſingle Paſtor by 
« his mere Authority, but in every Church the 
“ Governors of it, aſſiſted by the beſt Lights 
« they can get, and with a particular Regard 
« to the Senſe of the Primitive Church where 
« jt can be had”. But it docs not appear 
from any thing you have ſaid in your Sermon, 
that our Saviour or his Apoſtles have em- 
powered any number of Men to Interpret 
Scripture for others, with that Authority that 
their Interpretations ought to be ſubmitted to, 
Much leſs does it appear, that They have given 
this Power to the Governours of EvERY 
Church, whether they arc qualified for their 
Office, or rightly inveſted in it or not; For by 
this Argument the Governors of the Churches 
of Geneva, Rome, and Moſcow have an equal 
Right to oblige their People to ſubmit to their 


ſeveral Creeds with the Church of England her 
ſelf. | 


You 


8 ALITT ERTO be 
You are pleas d indeed to acquaint us (P. 23.) 
who are the RIGHTFUL Governors of the 
Chriſtian Church, and who not. The R1GcnmT- 
4 FUL Governors of the Church are not the 
cc the Presbyters taken ſingly, which leads (ſay 
© you) to the wild and ridiculous Scheme of the 
< Independents. ” A Scheme which I am fatis- 
fied, Sir, you have not condeſcended in the leaſt 
to look into: Nor Presbyters acting together 
« without a Biſhop to preſide over them; for 
& this is a Notion unknown to all Antiquity ; 
4 but the RIGHTFUL Governors of the 
& Church are an Eccleſiaſtical Conſiſtory of Pres- 
& byters with their Biſhop at their Head. Now 
taking all this for granted, what an Argument 
have you put into the Mouths of the Diſſenters 
to juſtify their Separation from the preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment. For is there any thing like this to be 
found there? Is the Church of England govern'd 
by a Biſhop and his Presbyters Or not rather by 
the Civil Magiſtrate? Is not the Kine the Foun- 
tain of all Eccleſiaſtical Authority? And has he 
not Power to make Ordinances which ſhall bind 
the Clergy without their Conſent, under the 
Penalty of a Premunire 9 Does not his Majeſty no- 
minate the Biſhops, ſummon Convocations, 
and Prorogue them at Pleaſure? When the Convo- 
cations of Canterbury and Tork arc aſſembled, can 
they debate upon any Subject without the King's 
Licenſe? Or make any Canons that can bind the 
People without an Act of Parliament? The 
Biſhops in their ſeveral Courts can determine 
nothing in a Judicial Manner about the 8 
lere 


Reverend Dr. HARE. 5 
there lying an Appeal from them to the King, 
who decides it by his Commiſſioners in the 
Court of Delegates. Now tho this may be a 
Wiſe and Prudent Inſtitution, yet it can lay no 
claim to Antiquity, becauſe the civil Magiſtrate 
was not Chriſtian for 3 00 Years after our Sayi- 
our; and conſequently the Diſſenters who are 
for reducing Religion to the Standard of the 
Bible can be under no Obligation to conform 
to it; we have a Divine Precept to oblige us to 
do what ſocver Chriſt and his Apoſtles have com- 
manded us; but I find no Paſlage of Scripture 
that obliges us to be of the Religion of the State 
we happen to be born in. If there be any ſuch 
Obligation on the Engliſh Diſſenters, it mult ariſe | 
only from the Laws of their Country, which can | 
have no Influence upon them! at preſent, thoſe | 
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Laws having been long ſince ſuſpended by the | 
Act of Indulgence. / 

I am not ſo vain as to Imagine that the q 
Dean of Worceſter is to be moved out of his \ 
warm Preferments in the Church of England if 
by any thing I can ſay; but let me ask upon this l 
occaſion, Whether the Church does not lament 1 


the Loſs of Primitive Diſcipline, and pray on the 
firſt Day of every Lent for its being Reſtored? 
Whether it be not the Duty of all Chriſtians, but 
more eſpecially of the Guides of the People, who 
know what the Primitive Diſcipline is, to revive 1 
it, when they have the Magiſtrate's Leave, as 1 
far as is conſiſtent with his Prerogative > The 
Magiſtrate indeed, ſays very juſtly ; If you will 
enjoy the Temporal Advantages which I have 
A . annexed 


3 ALETTER. 70 the bi 
annexed to the Office of teaching the people 
You ſhall accept them on my Terms, but re- 
nounce theſe, and You may be as Primitive as 

ou pleaſe; if ſuch learned Men as You, 
will content your ſelves with a ſingle Wiſß for 
Primittve Diſcipline, once a Year, we muſt de- 
ſpair for ever of ſeeing it reſtored, and ſhall be 
rcd to conclude that You are influenc d more 
by the Motives of this World, than by a Zeal for 
Primit ide Inſtitutions. 

But tis of no great Importance with You, who 
are the R1iG6HTFUL Governors of the Church, 
for Ton ſay *the Governors of EvERy Church 
that is of Rome, of Geneva, of Moſcowas well 
as of England, whether they be Spiritual Perſons 
or Temporal; qualified or unqualified for their 
Places; legally or illegally inveſted in them; If 
they are but Govornors de Fatto, they have a 
R1GHr to interpret Scripture for the People, 
with that Authority that their Interpretations 
ought to be ſubmitted to. By this Rule the 
People of England muſt be obliged by the 
Laws of God to believe as the Parliament be- 
lieves; to receive their Determinations abſolute- 
ly and without examination, as the Faith once 
delivered to the Saints, tho they were carried by 
the Majority but of a ſingle Vote, or it may 
be by a Proxy, who was never preſent at any 
Part of the Debate. This Iconfeſs is a compen- 
dious way of being Orthodox: Obey Tour Gover- 
nors be they who they will, and preſume them 
to 1 in the Bb; ; dont ky your Minds about 
_ the 
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P. 37. 


the Truth or Falſhood of their Decrees, but wink 
hard and believe them and you are ſafe. Had You 
lodged this Power in the Hands of the RIGHTFUL 
Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, You had been conſi- 
ſtent with your ſelf; but to tell us (p. 23) thatthe 
Perſons Inveſted with Church Authority, arcthe 
Biſhop and his Presbyters; and (p. 37.) that 
they were any Body, or every Body that hap- 
pen to be in Power, was putting a little too much 
on the Underſtandings of to learned an Audi: 
ence as was then before you. 
What Vou add in the next Words, * Tharthe 
& Governors of EVERY CH Rc arc to 
« make uſe of the beſt Lights they can get, and 
« to have a particular Regard to the Senfe of 
« the Primitive Church, where it can be had, 
will do You no Service till you can cſtabliſh a 
Criterion to diſtinguiſh between the beſt Lights, 
and thoſe who only pretend to be ſo; for are 
there not Learned Men of all Communions 
who interpret Scripture in a different Manner, 
and claim the Fathers to themiclves? And have 
you not ſeen the Learned Men of the Proteſtant 
and Popiſh Communions citing Fathers againſt 
Fathers and Coumcils againſt Councils £ So that if 
it be neceſſary that a Power be lodged in ſome 
Perſons to Intcrpret Scripture, with that Autho- 
rity that their Interpretation ought to be ſub- 
mitted to, the ſhorteſt way is tohave recourſe to 
an Infallible living Fudge, who may reſolve all 
our -Doubts, and inſtruct us in the true Faith 
without a poſſiblity of being miſtaken. | 
| C Having 
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10 A LETTER to the 

Having thus fixd the Right of Interpreting 
Scripture with that Authority, that their Inter- 
pretations ought to be ſubmitted to in the Go- 
vernors of EvERyY Church, aſſiſted by the beſt 
Lights they can get, and with a particular Re- 
gard to the Senſe of the Primitive Church 
where it can be had; You ask, But are the 
* People oblig d to ſubmit to ſuch Summaries, 
« or Profeſſions of Faith, who think fomething 
to be profeſsd in them that is not true?” 
Your Anſwer to which, if it amounts to any 

ing, gives up all You had been contending 
for. © If the Caſe ſhould be fo (ſay You) that 
« the Governors of the Church * ſhould 
« either decree falſe Doctrine, or ſuch as is juſt- 
e ly, and for good Reaſon to be ſuſpected, tis 
« then commendable, and our Duty, or lawful 
te at lcaſt not to conform.” Here the Autho- 
rity of the Church is laid aſide : The People arc 
allow'd to judge for themſelves ; and if upon 
Examination they apprehend their Governors 
miſtaken, they are not to conform : This is all 
the Diſſenters from the Eſtabliſh'd Church con- 
tend for; allow them this, without the whole- 
ſom Severities of Pcnal-Laws and Teſts, and 
they are ſatisfied. 

But becauſe this is a Point of great Conſc- 
quence in our Debate, I muſt beg you, in your 
Reply tothe Lord Biſhop of Bangor, to ſpeak out, 
and tell the People plainly, whether it be as much 
their Duty to examine the Determinations of 
their Church-Governors, when they receive 

them 
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them, as before they reject them. If it be not 
ſo, I muſt confeſs I have been miſtaken in one of 
the firſt Principles of my Religion ; for I have 
always thought Religion a Mattcr of Choice, 
and not to be taken up upon Truſt ; and that 
we ought not to profeſs our Belief of any Sum- 
maries of Faith, till we perccive their Agreca- 
bleneſs with Scripture. The Noble Bereans 
are commended for not taking the Word 
even of an Apoſtle, Acts xvii. 11. but for 
ſearching the Scriptures daily, whether thoſe 
things were ſo; and the Apoſtle Paul was fo far 
from exhorting the T heſſalonzans to truſt their 
Church-Governors, that he commands them to 
prove all things, and hold faſt that which is good ; 
1 Theſſ. v. 21. I cant forbear recommending to 
You the judicious Remarks of Dr. Whitby on 
this Paſſage of Scripture, for whoſe critical 
Learning, and Acquaintance with the Fathers of 
the Primitive Church, You can't but havea great 
Eſteem. His Words are theſe : © Note, That 
« the Apoſtle docs not here bid the Guides of 


« the Church try all things, and the People hold 


<« faſt that which hey delivered to them, but 
gives an Injunction common to all Chriſtians, 
« having their Senſes exerciſed to diſcern be- 
« tween Good and Evil; to all who are 
« obliged to hold faſt that which is good, and 
c not to believe falſe Prophets, which is a ſtrong 
Argument for the Perſpicuity and Sufficiency 
« of Holy Scripture for this Work, and againft 
« the Neceſſity of a living Judge; for he that 
e muſt try all things, muſt alſo try the Doctrine 
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« of this living Judges and therefore till he has 
« made this Tryal muſt not admit his Doctrine 
« as an Article of Chriſtian Faith; for theſe 
, « Words plainly teach, that what we muſt hold 
| c faſt muſt be tryed. : Hearers, ſaith; St. Baſil, 
| « who are inſtructed in the Scriptures ought to 
< +00 theſe Things ſpoken by their Teachers, and 

, recerve thoſe PDotrrines which are conſo- 
« nant, and reject thaſe which are alien from 
« : he Holy Scriptures, becauſe St. Paul hath 
* ſaid; try all Things and hold faſt that which 
is good.” The Dr. refers: his Reager to ſeveral 
other Paſſages out of Clemens Alexandrinus, 
Qriqgen, St. "aro and Cyri/ of A eaten, to 
N * purpoſe. 

But if all ring Fabeln had hae, flent on this 
Head, the Reaſonableneſs of the Thing itſelf, 
togethcr with- the! Paſſages of Scripture I have 
mention d, are ſufticient alone to determine this 
Point: Nay 1 will venture to add that a blind 
ſubmiſſion to the Dictates of our Governors is 
culpable tho they ſhould happen to lead us Right; 
for tho we are to pay a due Regard to our Superiors, 
yet we muſt not give up our Underſtandings to 
them ; but muſt try their Doctrines by thè Stan- 
dard of the Holy Scriptures. If You conceive 
otherwiſe of this Matter Pray declare it 
to the World. linfift _ this the rather be- 
cauſe You have told us (Y. 24.) © That it con- 
<« cerns thoſe who are to — whether in Spi- 
ec ritual or Civil Matters, to inform themſelves 
of their Duty, and conſequently of the extent 

TIP Ge * of thoſe ſet over them, leaſt 
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« they bring on themſelves the Guilt and Puniſh- 
« ment of Diſobedience, by reſiſting through a 
« culpable Ignorance, either to God or Czſar 
« what is duc to them ” but ſay not one Word 
throughout Your whole Sermon, of the Obli- 
gations they are under to ſcarch the Scriptures and 
compare the Doctrines of their Church with them. 
Beſides, I have obſerved the Writers on the 
ſide of Church Authority have been generally 
ſilent on this Head, exceptithe Learned Dean 
of Chicheſter, who has told us plainly in his 
late Vindication of the Corporation Act, * That 
4 tho the Reformation claim'd the Uſe of 
« the Scripturcs as the undoubted Right of eve- 
« ry Chriſtian who was capable of uſing them, 
“yet they had Senſe enough to know, that to 

ce leave every Man to make the beſt of his Bible 
« without any farthcr Direction or Reſtraint, 
« would naturally tend to Confuſion, and fill 
« the Kingdom with all the wild Conccits that Ig- 
« norance and Enthuſiaſm could produce. It 
had been kind in the Dean if he had mark d 
out the Boundaries, and mention'd the Reſtraints 
that the Reformation has laid us under in uſing 
our Bibles, for to put a Book into the Hands 
of the People and cxhort them to rcad it with 
certain Limitations and Reſtraints which arc not 
fit to be mention'd, is to draw them into a Snare 
which may be deſtructive to them: No Wonder 
if Some through Fear have laid aſide their Bibles 
as a dangerous Book, and Others by making 

too free with it, have fallen into the wild Con- 
Ceits 
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14 ALETTER to the 
ceits of Enthuſiaſm: But at whoſe Door does 
this lic? Certainly at theirs who know what 
uſe People ſhould make of their Bibles, and 
under what Reſtraints they ſhould read them, but 
don't think fit to declare em openly to the World. 
But the Qualifcations which you have made 
neceſſary to the right underſtanding the Senſe of 
Scripture, even in important Doctrines of Faith, 
render it impoſſible for the common People to 
judge for themſelves at all. For You ſay, (p. 3 5, 
36) © that there are ſome Parts of Scripture 
ce rclating to matters of Faith and upon which 
cc the ſafcty of it very much depends, the Senſe 
c of which can't be determined without Un- 
ce derſtanding the Uſe of Words, and the Art 
« of Criticiſm, nor without conſulting the Pri- 
ce mitrve Writers of the Church ” You add in- 
deed that theſe Paſſages are but few in compa- 
riſon of others; but yet if our Faith can't be ſafe 
without them, the People muſt always be at 
Uncertainties, unleſs they can make themſelves 
caſy, with believing, as the Church they happen 
to be bred up in believes. This is the Doctrine 
I preſume you would eſtabliſh; a Doctrine which 
ſerves equally to eſtabliſh the Religion of every 
Country, and will effectually prevent all He- 
riſies, and Schiſms among Chriſtians till their 
Governors and Learned Menquarrel and divide, 
and then the People muſt follow their Lead- 
ers; not judge of the controverſy it ſelf, for 
that is not in their Power, till they have ſtudyed 
the Art of Criticiſm and conſulted the Primitive 


Fathers, but take Part with thoſe whom they 
ſhall 
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* them but the Principles you have advanced 
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ſhall preſume are the wiſeſt and beſt Governors 
and «ill oblige them to nothing but what has 
a good Foundation in Scripture and Antiquity. 
But what a deplorable Condition are the un- 
learned Laity reduced to by theſe Principles ! 


God has given them a Revelation of his Will 


which tis not fit for them to Read without 
certain ſecret Limitations and Reſtraints. Here 
are Summaries of Faith to be believed, the 
Truth of which depcnds on certain Paſſages of 
Scripture, which they can't underſtand; and Ca- 
pital Errors, which 'tis next to impoſſible for 
them to avoid, unleſs they will ſhut their Eyes, 
and rely abſolutely on the honeſty of their 
Governors. Can Wiſe and Good Men bclieve 
that this is the Religion of Chriſt > That he 
came down from Heaven to reveal his Goſpel 
to the Wile and Learncd Men of this World, 
and not alſo to Babes ? Surcly Sir, it had 
been more agreeable to the Character of a Pro- 
teſtant Divine, and a Dignitary of the Church 
of England; if inſtead of Preaching up the 
Doctrine of Church Authority You had made 
uſe of Your extraordinary Talents to convince 
the Governors of the Church of England, of 
the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity of acting agrec- 
ably to the judgment of the Reformed Churches, 
« who as they acknowledge the Scripturcs for 
« a perfect Rule, ſo they agrce in declaring 
« (v. 36) that every Thing neceſſary to Sal- 
e vation, is plainly and expreſly contained in 
* them, or is very clearly dcducible from 


in 
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in your Sermon, namely that the Governors of 
EvERY Church, have a Right to Interpret 
Scripture with that Authority that their Inter- 
pretations ought to be ſubmitted to by the 
People, will lead the Proteſtant Churches back 

ain to Rome, for there is no ſtopping half 
way: The Papiſts are conſiſtent with them- 
ſelves, when they forbid their Pcople the uſe of 


the Bible, becauſe it is above their Capaci- 


tics, and might occaſion their falling into dan- 
gerous Hereſies and Schiſms: The Proteſtants 
likewiſe act agrecably to their Principles, when 
they allow the common People the free uſe of 
the Holy Scriptures, belicying them to be a 
perfect Rule of Faith and Practice and that 
every thing neceſſary to Salvation is plainly and 
cxpreſly contained in them, or very clearly dedu- 
cible from them; but as for Your middle d ay, 
which claims the uſe of the Bzb/e for the People, 
but forbids the reading it without certain 
Limitations and Reſtraints; that acknowledges 
the Scripture to be the Rule of Faith, but main- 
tains that it is impoſſible to underſtand it with- 
out the Art of Criticiſm, and conſulting the 
Primitive Fathers: In a Word, that .aflerts 
the Neceſlity of a fair and duc Examination of 
the Doctrines of our Superiors before we diſ- 
ſent from them, but encourages a blind Submiſ- 
ſion, in all that will acquieſce in them; theſe 
are ſuch ſeeming Inconſiſtencies as I am not 
able at preſent to reconcile, and which I beg 
in Your Reply to the Biſpop You will be pleaſed 


to explain. 


I come 


Reverend Dr. HARE. I7 
Icome now to examine that Paſſage of your 
Sermon, which relates more immediately to 


the Diſſenters. Tou ſay (p. 38)“ That if 


* our Spiritual Governors decree falſe Doctrine, 
« or ſuch as is juſtly and for good Reaſon to 
« be ſuſpected, tis then our Duty not to con- 
« form to them; but it may happen, / 
« Tow, that the Governors are in the right; but 
« ſome of their Flock are ſtrongly perſwaded 
they are not; muſt they conform againſt their 
« Perſuaſion? No, Will their Perſuaſion juſtify 
their Nonconforming ? No, nor excuſe it nei- 
« ther, unleſs it be ſincere, and no perſuaſion is 
* ſincere in ſuch a Senſe as will excuſe a Sepa- 
ration, that is not the Reſult of a fair and due 
Examination, and the uſe of all proper means. 
« And I think I may without breach of Cha- 
< rity , ſuppoſe that the Perſuaſions of the ſeve- 
« ral Seas that diſſent from the E/fabliſh'd 
« Church are not thus ſincere. ” One would 
be apt to conclude from hence that the Diſſen- 
ters differ d from the Church in tome (Capital Do 
ctrines of Faith, (for of ſuch Vou are here ſpeak- 
ing). whereas You know the main Body of them 
are of the ſame Faith with the Church of £7g- 
land, and the reſt of the Reformed Churches ; 
and have appeared as Zcalouſly in Defence of it, 
as the Clergy of the Church of England them- 
ſelves; the whole of our difference being 
on the Heads of CHURCH AUTHORITY, 
and CHURCH PoL1icy. And is it not a 
Breach of Charity to ſay that no Wiſe and 
Good Man after a fair Examination can differ 
with You upon theſe Heads, and think that tuch 

© D adiffc- 
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a difference is a ſufficient ground of Separation 


All the World knows that the Church of Scor- 


land, about the Time of the Revolution, rejected 
the Engliſh Liturgy and Diſcipline, after they 
had made tryal of it for above Twenty Years ; 
and are there no ſincere Chriſtians among them > 
None who aftcr a fair and due Examination, 
and the Uſe of all proper means might think it 
their Duty to ſhake off that Diſcipline, for what 
they apprehended a better? 

But I find the Learned Governors of the 
Church, are not agreed about the Nature ot 
Sinccrity : Ion ſay that no Perſuaſion is ſincere 
ſo as to excuſe a Separation that is not the Re- 
ſult of a fair and due Examination and the Uſe 
of all proper Means; the Biſhop of Oxford on 
the other Hand fays that no more is included 
in the notion of ſincerity, than acting agrecably 
to our preſent Perſuaſion: And his Reaſoning 
on this Head may poſſibly convince You, that 
Your Charge againſt the Diſſenters is both Un- 
chriſtian and Uncharitable : His Words are theſe. 
“ Will this Writer condemn all Men as Infin- 
« cere, who have not done all that is here re- 
© quired? If he will not, then a Man may be 
« ſincere, who is defective as to ſome Part of it; 
and conſequently, the whole cannot be inclu- 
* ded in the general Notion of Sincerity: If 
« he will ſo condemn them, he muſt be far 
more liberal in diſpenſing his Sentences of 
« Damnation, than the Church of Nome her ſelf 
« has been; for to ſay nothing of the reſt of 
.< the World: If all this be implied in the No- 
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* tion of Sincerity, how few are thoſe who 
* adhere either to the Church of Rome, or any 
other Sect of Chriſtians, can ſhew a juſt Title 
to this Virtuc ? It may be in a whole Congre- 
* gation there will often be found ſcarce One 
Sincere Perſon in the Rigid Senſe of the 
Word. For my own Part { ſays the Biſhop ) 
I am inclined to think that ſincerity often im- 

* ples no more ſerious Conſideration than may 
* juſtly be comprchended in the Word Perſua- 
ion, and that as the Perſon is unſincere who 
* ſpeaks or acts other wiſe than he is perſuad- 
* cd; ſoon the contrary, He may be termed Sin- 
cere, whoſe Words andActions have a perfect 
« Agremecnt with his inward Perſuaſion, eſpecial- 
« Iy when this Perſuaſion is ſo firm and rooted 
c as to leave noRoom for doubt and Heſitation. * 

vou ſee his Lordſhip thinks Sincerity to be 
nothing elſe but An acting agreeably to our 
Inward Perſuaſions which You have Charity 
enough to belicyc the Diflenters do; If his 
Lordihip's Account of Sinccrity therefore be 
right, we are acquitted at once, unleſs You ſay 
that more is neceſſary to make a ſincere Di/- 
ſenter that a ſincere Churchman, or that my ſe- 
parate Congregation are more inexcuſable for 
acting according to their intard Perſuaſion, than 
Your Pariſhoners of Barnes, which Iam afraid 


You will not caſily prove. 


8 But 
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o Biſhop of Oxford's Defence of his Charge to the Clergy p. 23, 14. 
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But to ſupport your Charge of Inſmcerity 


againſt the ſcveral Seats of D:ſſenters, You ſay 
you will put the Proof of it upon a very ſhort 
Iflue: © Take the Perſons aflembled in any one 
« Mceting- Houle, and enquire how many of 
c them have ſeriouſly look d into the Common 
& Prayer- Book, to ſee whether or no they can 
« conform to the Uſe of it. Well ſuppoſe we 
ſnould put the Proof on this Iſſue, and grant for 
the preſent that the Majority of Diſſenters in 
their ſeveral Meeting Houſes have not examined 
the Common Prayer Book ſo carefully as they 
ought: How then will You juſtifie Your own 
Separation from the Church of Rome? Suppoſe 
Prief of that Communion ſhould ſtand up 
and ſay, I think I may without breach of Charity 
ſuppoſe, that the Perſuaſions of the ſeveral Sects 
Proteſtants that diſſent from the Church of 
Rome, and particularly the Church of England 
are not ſincere, and T1] put the Proof on a very 
ſhort Iſſue ; Take the Perſons aſſembled in any 
one Church in England, and enquire how many 
of them have ever ſeriouſly look'd into the Mais- 
Book, 70 ſee whether or no they can conform to 
the Uſe of it. If the Dean of Worceſter thinks 
the MAIN Bo Dr of them ſincere in any other 
Senſe, 1. e. ſo as to have uſed the beſt means of 
Information they could get let him declare 
it to the World upon expreſs Terms, or let him 
acknowledge that the ſincerity of the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters in their Separation from the Eſta- 
bliſh d Church, ſtands upon the very ſame Foot 


with the 3 of the Church T7 England 
from 
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from that of Rome. If you ſay the Caſe is now 
altered from what it was at the Reformation; 
I anſwer, tis the ſame with the Diſſenters; for 
the MAIN Bopy of the preſent Diſſenters were 
neither born nor baptized into the Church of En- 
gland, and therefore, according to your own Prin- 
ciples, ought not to depart from the Religion of 
their Governors, till they are convinced of the 
Unlawfulneſs of it, after a fair and due Exami- 
nation, and the Uſe of all proper Means. 

But I will venture to add one thing more; 
that there are more Diſſenters who have look d 
into the Common-Prayer-Book to ſec if they could 
like it, than Churchmen that have look d either 
into the Maſs-Book or Direttory : More Diſſen- 
ters who have made Trial of the Setvice of the 
Church, and upon due Conſideration, thought 
it their Duty ro worſhip God in a more plain and 
ſimple Manner, than Churchmen who have 
been either at a Meeting, or a Maſ5-houſe : 
What elſe could induce them to be at the Expence 
of a Seperation, attended with the Inſults and 
Reproaches of the Multitude? The Diſſenters are 
Men as well as their Neighbours, and ſome of 
them Perſons. of Character and Eſteem in the 
World: Now to imagine that ſuch Men ſhould 
choole to be in Diſgrace, meerly out of Humour, 
or that they ſhould ſacrifice their Intereſt, their 
Reputation, the Capacity of ſerving their Coun- 


try, and the Proſpect of Preferments, which 


might otherwiſe have a claim to, to the 
Practicings of their Teachers, is to ſink the Cha- 
racter of the diſſenting Laity too low, and to do 
9 | | more 
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more Honour to their Teachers than they really 
deſerve. 

The Lord Biſhop of Bangor in his late Anſwer 
to your Sermon, has obſcrved very juſtly, © That 
your Reflection on the Diſſenters in this Paſ- 
s ſage, is more than was ever ſaid of the Whole 
* Body of them, by the bittereſt Enemies they 
* ever had. Upon which you complain very 
loudly of his Lordſhip for repreſenting you as 
Unchriſtian and Uncharitable to tender Conſcien- 
ces; but what do you offer to remove the Charge: 
Why inſtead of producing your Authoritics to 
confute his Lordſhip's Obſervation, after the Re 
hearſal of ſome few Articles of your Belief, you 
inſinuate to the World, that his Lordſhip muſt 
have juſt the ſame Opinion of his Friends the 
Nonconformiſts with yourſelf ; that is, that he 
-muſt think them A LL inexcuſable before God, 
as having NoNE of them made Ule of all pro- 
per Means according to their ſeveral Abilities for 
their Inſtruction and Information. How you could 
drop ſuch an Expreſſion as this, after you had 
read his Lordſhip's Remarks on this Paſſage of 
your Sermon, is very ſurprizing! I can't but ob- 
ſerve, how artfully you have endeavour'd to 
evade the Force of his Lordſhip's Remarks, by a 
Change of the Expreſſion : In your Sermon the 
Charge of Inſincerity is laid againſt the ſeveral 
Sects of Dyſſenters, without Diſtinction or Re- 
ſerve; but in your Poſtſcript tis thus, “ If his 
« Lordſhip thinks the MAIN Bopy of them 
.- Re as &c. let him acknowledge it in expreſs 


© Terms. Here I confeſs is the Dawning of a little 
Charity, 
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Charity, ſome few may poſſibly eſcape by Vir- 
tue of this Diſtinction; and you are willing to 
hope, in another Place, that both God and 
Man will make great Allowances to the Main 
Bopy : I ſhall only obſerve upon this Occaſion, 
that it ſeems an unfair Queſtion to ask his 
Lordſhip what he thinks of a Thing he can ne- 
ver come to the Knowledge of; the Sincerity 
of Men being known only to God and them- 
ſelves ; or to put him on declaring whether the 
Diiſſenters have uſed the beſt Means of Informa- 
tion they could get, the Main Body of whom 
he ncither is; nor can be acquainted with : Cha- 
rity, ſays the Apoſtle, thimnketh no evil, but be- 
lieveth all things, and hopeth all things; you 
ought therefore, as well as his Lordſhip, to think 
us ſincere, till you know the contrary, which I 
am ſatisfied you cannot caſily do. 
beg leave now to make a few Remarks on 
the Remainder of your Poſtſcript, as far as it re- 
lates to the Diſſenters: You declare (p. 47.) 
« that you rejoyce in the Indulgence granted to 
tender Conſciences, and that you arc againſt 
« Perſ(ccution, but do not include in your Notion 
« of its negative Diſcouragement: 1 with you had 
declarcd further, how far theſe negative Diſcou- 
ragements are to extend, for late Experience has 
convinced us, that if God in his righteous Judg- 
ment ſhould ever give up the Diſſenters into the 
Hands of the Favourers of Church Authority, 
they would ſoon be reduced to the Condition 
of the Gibeonzttes in the Land of Canaan, be 
made Heuers of Hood, and Drawers of Mater; 
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Negative Diſcouragements are as real Perſecu- 
tion, as the moſt Poſitive Puniſhments you can 
inflict, becauſe they deprive Men of their natu- 
ral Rights for Conſcience ſake. Why are you 
againſt the Magiſtrates putting Men to Death for 
Religion? But becauſe it is uſurping upon the 
Prerogative of God, who is the only Lord of 
Conſcience, and at whoſe Tribunal alone we 
are to ſtand or fall in this Matter: And is not 
the diſabling Men from ſerving their King and 
Country, not for any Crimes againſt the State, 
but purely for their different Sentiments in Reli- 
gion, a puniſhing them for their Conſciences ? 
I am of Opinion, therefore at preſent, that his 
MEST has a Right to the Duty and Service 
of all his Subjects, who are willing to give Secu- 
rity for their peaceable Submiſſion to his Go- 
vernment ; that the Proteſtant Diſfenters love 
their King and Country as well as the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church; that therefore they ought to lie under 
no civil Incapacities, or negative Diſcourage- 
ments; tho it may be I may alter my Senti- 
ments, when you have produced all the Writers of 
the Priumitive Church on your Side. * 
“ You think the Cauſes of the Diſſenters Se- 
te paration unrcaſonable and unjuſtifiable, but I 
appeal to all the World, whether they appear to 
be ſo upon the Iſſue you have put them; for 
we ſeparate neither from the Doctrine of the 
Primitive Church nor its Diſcipline, our Doctrine 
is the ſame with yours, and the Diſcipline of the 
8 Church 
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Church of England being both Human and Mo- 


dern, it can be no Crime to diſſent from it. If 
the Diſcipime which we exerciſe in our ſeparate 
Congtegations be not Primitive, tis what we 
apprehend to be ſo, and when we are convinced 
to the contrary, we ſhall be ready to change it 
for a better; in the mean time we act agrecably 
to our inward Perſwaſions, and according to the 
beſt Light we can get out of the Word of God. 
We judge for ourſelves, and exhort our People 
to do ſo: We claim no Dominion over their 
Faith, nor Night to interpret Scripture for them 
with that Authority, that our Interpretations ought 
to be ſubmitted to before they ſee the Evidence 
of them, but bid them ſcarch the Scriptures, to ſee 
whether things are ſo or not: We arc for ſepara- 
ting as much as poſſible e Traditions of Men, 
and the Rudiments of this World from our Holy 
Religion, and reducing it to the Simplicity that 
7s in Chriſt, and yet at the ſame time, we are for 
rendring to Ceſar the things that are Ceſars, as 
well as to God the things that are Gods; we diſ- 
claim all Impoſition and Periccution, or the an- 
nexing civil Penalties to the Spiritual Cenſures of 
the Church; we force no Man into our Com- 
munion, nor detain him in it, when he appre- 
hends it either his Duty, or for his greater Edifi- 
cation to withdraw. And where is the Unrea- 
ſonableneis of ſuch a Conduct as this? 

But you add, © that all who can conform to 
© the Church ought to do ſo; I think, on the 
contrary, that all Chriſtians without Regard to 
the Laws of Men, ought to conform to the 

| E Doctrine 


— * 2 — = 


—Y 


« 


2 5 —- 
— — 
. = "EO 9 


„6 — 2 


— ——_ RX 
_ Bug 


16 A LETTER to the 
Doctrine and Diſcipline, of Chriſt and his Apo- 
Res, as far as it can be known; for let Church 
be reduced to what it was in the Apoſtles Time, 
and the Scripture will furniſh us with ſufficient 
Directions for the Government of it, withour 
the Aſſiſtance of the Canon. Lato. 

You take upon you indeed to fay, © That a 
Divine Revelation is not neceſſary for the Ap- 
<«< pointment of all the Parts of External Wor- 
« ſhip and Diſcipline ;” but if one may judge 
of — Neceſſity of it, by the Foll ies and Ex- 
travagancies that the Church of Rome, and 
fome others haye run into from your Principles, 
it will appear to be of very great Impor- 
tance : But to prove your Aſſertion, you fay tis 
PLAIN © St. Paul himſelf, in ſome of the Dire- 
«< &ions he gives, grounds them not upon any 
* Command of the Lord, but upon the Cu- 
« $STOM of the Church, 1 Cor. xi. 16. But if 
« any Man ſeem to be contentious, We have no 
« ſuch Cuſtom, neither the Church of God. 
But theſe Words of the Apoſtle are fo far from 
your Purpoſe, that they prove the direct con- 
trary to what you would infer ; for your Argu- 
ment ftands thus: Becauſe the Apoſtle appeal'd 
to the Cs ro of the Churches, therefore 
Church-Governors are at Liberty to introduce 
what New Cusrous they ſhall think moſt 
expedient, and for Edification ; whereas the 
Apoſtles Words are an Injunction againſt all In- 
nouations in Divine Worſhip ; he would have 
the Corinthians abide by thoſe Cuſtoms, which 


Himſelf and the Reſt of the Apoſtles had eſta- 
bliſhd 


Cm 


Reverend pr. HARE. 27 


bliſh'd in all the Churches, and not admit of 
any Alterations: That this is his Meaning, is 
evident from his Introduction to this a wy 
(Vetſo 2.) Now I praiſe Tour Brethren, that 
Jon remember Me in all things, and keep the 
Ordinances as I delivered them to Jou (Tas meg 
Boris) the Traditions, whether they were Writ- 
ten, or unwritten, is of no great Importance z 
but they were ſuch as were immediately deli- 
vered to them from the Mouth of an Apoſtle, 
and were to be kept AS they were delivered to 
them without the lcaſt Alteration or Addition, 
and ſo no doubt were the Cs ro Ms here refer d 
to; and when the Romaniſts, or any others, can 
make good this, of any of their Traditions or 
Cuffoms, from Authentick Teſtimony, the Diſ- 
ſenters will be ready to comply with them. 
You add further, That tis DEMONSTRABLE 
e the Scriptute is not a perfect Rule in theſe 
<« Caſes, becauſe the Apoſtle fays, The reſt will 
3 N in order when I come. And again, 
For this Cauſe left I thee in Crete, that thou 
e ſpouldeſt ſet in order the Things that arewant- 
ing. +” As if becauſe the Apoſtles had a Power 
to make Laws, and give Directions for the 
well ordering of the Church; therefore All 
Church. Governors may aſſume to themſelves the 
ſame Power to the End of the World; for from 
this DEMONSTRATION You conclude, © That 
* Governors are at Liberty to do what they judge 
* moſt expedient, and moſt for Edification, by 
at; E 2 « virtue 


43 * 1 Cor. xi. 44, + Tit, i. 5. 
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cc virtue of that known Rule, which is not ſo 
much an Apoſtolical Precept as the Dictate of 
common Senſe; Let all things be done de- 
cently, and in ON. *\-cicr:webe Words fo 
abuſed to ſerve the Purpoſes of Arbitrary Power 
in the Church, and give Colour to the Follies 
and Extravagancies of ſome of the worſt of 
Men, as theſe have been; the Apoſtle did not 
think it decent for Women to ſpeak in the 
Church, and therefore forbids it: He was ap- 
prehenſive that two. or three Perſons ſtanding up 
to ſpeak together in their Publick Aſſemblies, 
might breed Confuſion, and therefore adviſes for 
Order ſake; that One ſhould ſpeak at a Time, and 
the Reſt be filent; but upon this Paſlage of Scri- 
pture, the Church of Rome has built all the 
gawdy Pomp and Ceremony which attends her 
Conſtitution ; and by this very ſame known 
Rule, the Dean of Worceſter will infer, We 
muſt be of the Religion of the State where 
we live: At Rome we muſt be Catholicks, and 
at Geneva Presbyterians, becauſe the Govern - 
nors of thoſe Churches think their ſeveral Con- 
ſtitutions moſt decent and orderly ; or moſt ex- 
pedient, and for Edification. What is become 
of your Zeal for Primitive Diſcipline ! Ithought 
we ſhould have heard that it was the indiſpenſa- 
ble Duty of the Governors of the Church to re- 
ſtore the Primitive Diſcipline, as far as it could 
be known, and the Peoples Duty to conform to 
it; but I find tis alike to you what Governors 
the Church has, and what Diſcipline they ap- 
point; the r of the Church are _ 

2%. Ce 
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che Magiſtrate ſhall appoint ; © and the Di&ate o 
* common Senſe tells us, they may do what they 


judge moſt expedient, and for Edification, in 


« the Externals of Worſhip ; and that their Flocks 
are bound to obey and ſubmit to them“: Theſe 
things, Sir, you have dictated, but 1 leave the 
World to judge, whether you have produced any 
convincing Argument to ſupport them. 

I confeſs indeed you have a fine Manner of 
bearing down your Adverſary with h12h Words, 
which amount to nothing, and of engroſling all 


Reaſon and Common Senſe to your ſelf, and 


thoſe of your Mind; for in one place, you ſay, 
that what is of ſuch a Nature as can't be proved 
to be true to a REASONABLE MAN ought not to 
be impoſed ; and here if we don't allow the 
Governors)an unlimitted Power to do what they 

judge expedient in Points of external Worſhip 
and Diſcipline, We muſt give up our Cou- 


MON SENSE : The Diſſenters are loth to differ 


with you, Sir, at ſo great an Expence 5 and 


therefore only beg leave to ask two Queſtions 


under this Head. Fjr/?, Whether, ſuppoſing the 
Scripture be not a perfect Rule in theſe Caſes, the 


Pcople, as well as the Governors of the Chureli 
are notat Liberty, in Points of External Worthip® 


and Diſcipline, to judge what is moſt expedient, 
and moſt for their own Edification. And, Se- 
condly, Whether the lodging ſuch an unlimited 
Power as you contend for, in the Hands of Church- 


Governors, may not lead us to all the Superſtitions 


of thẽ Papacy; © For if Convenience or Dc- 
2 S ceney * Right, a Plenitude of Power, a 
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Right not only to meddle in Spirituals, but in 
all other Matters, in Ordine ad Ipiritualla, In- 
< falibility and Perſecution will ſoon be thought 
not only convenient, but neceſſary Claims, 
<« and that to the beſt of Purpoſes, to preſerve 
« Unity, and root out Hereſic. They are 
your own Words, and conclude as ſtrongly 
againſt an arbitrary impoſing Power in Modes 
of Worſhip, as in Summaries of Faith. Till 
therefore you can offer ſome better Proof for 
the unlimited Commiſſion of Church-Goyer- 
nors, ſeparate from the People, to determine 
the Externals of Worſhip and Diſcipline ; 
You. muſt excuſc us if we don't own their Au- 
thoxity. 1 | 
Having thus declared your Scntiments of the 
Diſſenters, and their Separation, you arc pleas d 
to give us a Taſte of your Charity, but Jam will- 
ing to believe (ſay you) they, moſt of them Act 
4 according to their preſent Perſwaſion; Well, 
this is as much as you can ſay of the Laity of the 
Church of England, and enough in the Biſhop 
of Oxford's Judgment to denominate us ſincere. 
7 you hope both God and Man will make 


great Allowances to this in ſuch as are z/{ite- 

rate and uneducated.” This likewiſe is Kinder 
than any thing you have ſaid of us in your Sermon, 

for there you left us all without Excuſe, to the 

uncovenanted Mercies of God, but here you 
hope great Allowances will be made for the 2/{z- 

terate and uneducated in our ſeveral Congrega- 

tions; But why is your Charity confin d to the 
Ultterate and uneducated“ Is there no Meręy * 

| _ 
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their Teachers, or for thoſe few who have had 
the Advantage of a learned Education? Is it im- 
poſſible for a learned Man to ſeparate from your 
Communion, on the Account of Church Au- 
thority and Diſciple, and yet be ſincere? O 
Uncharitableneſs! In the Preface to your Ser- 
mon, you make great Allowances for the Errors 
of the Learned: © You cannot think it equita - 
ble in the Governors of the Church to take the 
utmoſt Advantage of ſevere Laws againſt in- 
« nocent, well-meaning People, while they con- 
c tinue ſuch; much leſs to call in the ſecular 
« Arm to oppreſs and cruſh under its Weight 
« Uirtuous and learned Men, for the Miſtakes 
their diſintereſted Purſuits of Truth and Know- 
* ledge may happen to lead them into. If 
then there are any virtuous and learned Men 
among the *Dzſ/enters, who have fallen into Er- 
ror thro a diſintereſted Purſuit of Truth, you will 
not think it equitable to cruſh them: And as 
for the reſt, that is, for ſuch as are Immoral and 
Jeſuitical, whoſe Purſuits after Truth are go- 
vern d by Pride, Paſſion, and worldly Intereſt, 
when they can be proved to be ſo, We ask no 

But the Reaſon of your unkind treatment of 
the Diſſenting Miniſters may be gathered from 
your next Words * in which you inſinuate that 
the Peoples ſeparating from the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church with all the Miſchiefs that follow upon 
it, is owing to the influence their falſe Teach- 
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ers have on their weak Minds; the Diſſenting 
Teachers therefore being the Authors of the Se- 
paration and of all the Miſchiefs that have riſen 
from thence both to the Church and State, arc 
here exempted from the Mercy of God and Man. 
But how does it appear that they are falſe Teach. 
ers? When the Main Bop of them ad- 
here ſtrictly to the Doctrine of the Reformation, 
as expreſsd in the» Articles of the Church of 
England. Is it becauſe they are Intruders into 
their Office? Without entring into the Argu- 
ment, tis caſy to prove their Commiſſion to be as 
Divine and Apoſtolical, as that which ariſesonly 
from the Civil Magiſtrate. Will You take it 
upon You to ſay that they teach their People 
what they don't believe themſelves? This 1 am 
afraid would be entring too far into the Heart; or 
can You prove that the Diſſenting Teachers have 
ſpirited up their People to Sedition or Rebelli- 
on againſt the civil Magiſtrate? We all know 
there hath been a ſet of Clergy- Men in the 
Church who have been practicing on the Minds 
of his Majeſties good Subjects, and endeavouring 
to make them uncaſy under the gentle Admini- 
ſtration of the beſt of Kings, whoſe Sermons 
have been fill'd with treaſonable Reflections 
againſt their Superiors, and whoſe Influence on 
the Mob had like very lately to have been fatal 
both to the Church and State; but the Diſſen. 
ters have had no Part in this. What Miſchief 
then have the Diſſenting Teachers done either 
to Church or State? Have they robb'd the 
Church of her Revenues? Dont their Hearers 

| „ _—_— 
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conti nue to pay their 77s, their Pariſb- Dues, and 
Offerings: Nay don't ſome of them contribute 
libcrally to their Ledurers? And have they not 
joynd © heartily with the Church againſt their 
common Enemics, the Roman Catholicks 
on proper Occaſions ? The Diſſenters have 
ſuffered a great many Miſchiefs from the 
Church, by Fines, Impriſonments, and by 
the Church's taking the utmoſt Advantage 
of ſevere Laws againſt Innocent well meaning 
People ; but 1 don't bclicve it is in any of their 
Hearts to make Reprizals if it were in their 
Power, I am fare at lcaſt we teach them the 
contrary, according to our Saviour's Command, 
Bleſs them that Curſe Ton, do good to them that 
Hate Tou, and pray for them which pony 
uſe Jou anid Perſecute Jou. And as to the State, 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters love the Engliſh Con- 
ſtitution, and have darcd to ſtand up in Defence 
of it when it was in apparent Danger: Who 
were truer Friends to the Revolution and the 
Proteftant Succeſſion in the Family of his pre- 
ſcat Majeſty than the Body of Hroteſtant Diſ 
ſenters? If they would have fallen in with the 
Meaſures of a late Miniſtry, who were betray- 
ing the Kingdom into the Hands of a 3 
Pretender, they might have avoided thoſe Marks 
of Infamy that were put upon them, by the 
Occaſional, the Schiſin, and tome other Bills; 
I am ſure the Proteſtant Diſſenters hold no 
Principles inconſiſtent with their Allegiance to 
their King and Country. They Pray heartily 
oe his Majeſtic s Perſon and Govern ment, they 
F take 
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take the Oaths, pay Taxes, Strengthen the Hands 
of his Majeſties Friends, and and would be glad 
to ſerve him in all Civil and Military Employ- 
ments if they might be allowed. Nay Ill 
venture to ſay, that the Diſſenting Teachers have 
been ſo far from prejudicing the Church or State 
that they have been ſerviceable to both. They 
have ſervd the Church by laying the Inferior 
Clergy under a Neceſſiry of Preaching once or 
twice every Lords. Day in their Churches, on 
pain of looſing their Pariſhioners to the Meetings, 
and they have ferved the State by joining their 
Strength to thoſe who have been for maintain- 
ing the true Engliſ Conſtitution in the worſt of 
Times; and one may caſily foretell that when 
the Authority of the Church ſhall prevail fo far 
as to deſtroy Liberty of Conſcience, Liberty and 
Property in the State will not long ſurvive. Tell 
the World therefore plainly what Miſchicf theſe 
Diſſentmg Teachers have done either to their 
Country or Primitive Chriſtianity, and what 
Crimes the Learned and Educated of their Con- 
gregations are guilty of, that Vou cannot ſo much 
as hope that either God or Man will male any 
allowances for them. 

But You add, „That fince great Miſchiefs 
e have ariſen both to Church and State from 
* the Diſſenting Laitys being caſily practicd 
upon by falſe Teachers: You therefore think 
* the Government has a right to make fuch 
«<.Laws as are neceſſary to keep turbulent Spi- 
ce rits quiet, and to preſerve our Religious as 
well as civil Eſtabliſhment, ” The Government 
hag 
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has certainly a right to keep the Peace, and not 
only to make Laws for this purpoſe, but to put 
them in Execution; tis owing to the want of 
this, that ſo many turbulent Spirits have dared 
to diſturb the Peace of his Majcſty's Government, 
by dabling with Politicks in the Pulpit, and inſtead 
of Preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt have filled the 
Peoples Heads with falſe Notions of Divine Right, 
Indefeaſible, Heridatary Succeſſion, &c. as if it was 
of more Importance to make them good Stateſ- 
men, than good Chriſtians; this is the Spring of all 
the Miſchiefs that have ariſen both to the Church 
and State of late Years: If the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel had kept within the Limits 
of their Commiſſion, Prcaching Repentance 
towards God, and Faith in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and recommending the Graces and Vir- 
tucs of a Chriſtian Lite, the People had been 
quict, but ſince there are now, and always have 
been ſuch Turbulent Spirits as theſe in the World, 
I think, with You, the Government has as Right 
to make ſuch Laws as will keep them quiet, 

But I am at a loſs to underſtand who thoſe 
Turbulent Spirits among the Diſſenters are, that 
You would have the Government enact Laws 
againſt; Is it their Teachers? If they Preach 
Scdition or Treaſon, I agree with you they 
ought to be puniſſd: Or is it their People? If 
they likewiſe diſturb the Publick Peace by Riots or 
Tumults, let them have no Favour ; but if by Tur- 
bulent Spirits, You mean ſuch as take the Liberty 
to Preach and Write againſt the abſolute Autho. 
rity of the Church in Matters of Faithz to con. 
| 714 vince 
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vince the People that tis their: Duty to make 
the beſt of their Billes, both as 'a Rule of 
Life, and a Standard of Truth; to exhort them 
to hold faſt their Chriſtian Liberty, and not 
truſt their Salvation in the Hands of their Gover- 
nors: If theſe are the Turbulent Spirits You 
ſpeak of, 'tis my Opinion they ought to 
lie under no Diſcouragement; for if theſe Do- 
ctrines are not true, I am ſure they will hurt 
none but ſuch as are for aſſuming ſuch an Au- 
thority to themſelves, as neither God nor Na- 
ture deſign'd them for: God never gave the 
Clergy a Commiſſion to ſet in Judgment 
upon their Neighbours Conſciences ; nor 
docs Nature ſcem to have form'd them for 
it, for when they have got into the Saddle 
(1 bluſh when I Write it) they have been moſt 
unnatural and cruel to all ſuch as have come 
within the Verge of their Authority; as 1s no- 
torious to all who are in the leaſt acquainted 
with Church Hiſtory ; ſo that if there muſt be 
ſuch a Thing as Church Authority in England 
I ſhall always Pray that it may be — the 
Check and Controul of the civil Magiſtrate; 
tho I muſt confeſs, for my own Part, I ſhould 
be glad to ſee all Parties of Chriſtians diſarmed 
of all wi Power; for Penal Laws can do no 
ſervice to Religion; they may make Men Hi- 
pocrites and Atheiſts, but can have no influence 
on Conſcience, as is viſible from the Example 
of the new Converts in France : If the Magil- 
trate would but keep the Peace, reſtrain Immo- 
I” ane | Prophancnel _ — — Na 
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ful and loyal Subject in the free and full en. 
joy ment of his Conſcience, all Reaſonable Men 
would be ſatisfied; and as for the reft make as 


ſcvere Laws as you pleaſe for the keeping of 


lhcm quiet. 

But leſt this ſhould look like Perſecution, You 
are pleasd to conclude with a Paſſage which 
carries the Face of a great deal of Goodneſs, 
but means nothing at Bottom. Tho the Go- 
* yernment has a right to make Laws to keep 


« Turbulent Spirits quiet, yet Yon ſhould wiſh 


« that ſuch Laws might always lie Dormant and 
« that no Perſon Proteſtant or Papiſt might 
feel more of them than if they were never 
made. That is, You with the Terror of the 
Laws alone, may reduce Men to the Unity of 
the Church without giving the Magiſtrate an 
Occaſion to put them in Execution; Wonder- 
ful Civility! The Fathers of the Holy Inquiſi- 
tion will go thus far with You, they'll wiſh 
their Laws may lic dormant, that is that Men 
would abide in the Catholic Faith, and not 
expoſe themſelves to the Penalty of them; 


Nay, when they deliver an Heretic over tothe 


Secular Power they beſeech the Magiſtrate in 
the Bowels af Chriſt to be kind to him; butdo 
they mean any real Fayour to the unhappy 
Criminal by all this ? No, they are ſure the 
Law will be executed with the utmoſt Rigour. 
Now if Your kind Viſß to the Diſſenters 
amount to no more than this, that You would 
have them keep out of the Reach of the Spi- 
ritual Courts, that ſo they might feel no more 
| of 
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of the Weight of the Laws, than if chey were 
never made, they are to thank you for nothing; 
and if this be not the Meaning of it, tis hard 
to reconcile it to common Senſe; for can any 
wiſe Man wiſh that Laws which the Magiſtrate 
has a Right to make, and which are apparently 
for the Publick Good, ſhonld lic dormant, and 
be no more felt by Offenders, than if they were 
never made? 

Give the Proteſtant *Diſſenters therefore n 
to wiſh rather, that there may be no Penal Laws, 
nor Civil Diſcouragements on the Account of 
different Sentiments in Religion at all; if any ſuch 
are in being, it will be in vain to wiſh they may 
liedormant, for Men in Power will never want 
Tools to put them in Execution, and ſuch who will 
think they arc doing God Service all the while : 
There were ſome Clergy-Men in the Reign of 
K. Charles II. as go0od-natur'd as your ſelf, who 
were not for taking the utmoſt Advantage of 
ſevere Laws againſt innocent People, who met 
together in a peaceable Manner, to worſhip God 
according to their Conſciences; but was it poſ- 
ſible for chem to ſtem the Tide? No, the Church 
had the Law on her ſide, and the Spiritual 
Courts having taſted the Sweet of ſuch Proſecu- 
tions, ſpirited up Informers from among the 
Scum of the People, to the Ruin of many Hun- 
dreds of honeſt Families: The ſame Golden 
Age of Church Power was returning apace in the 
laſt Vears of the Reign of her late Majeſty Queen 
ANNE, when every Seſſion of Parliament al: 
moſt produced a Penal Law againſt the Diſſen- 

ters, 
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ters, and tho the Death of the Queen, and the 
Acceſſion of his PRESENT MAJESTY tothe 
Throne, who began his Auſpicious Reign with 
a noble Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience, 
one would have thought, ſhould have laid thoſe 
Laws aſleep ; yet they were executed in their 
Rigour againſt the Diſſenters in ſome Parts of 
the Country to the very laſt. Nor can we ever 
expect it ſhould be otherwiſe, for Men will be 
always fond of ſhewing their Power, eſpecially, 
when tis attended with Advantage and Gain: 
The Clergy indeed profeſs to be diſengag d from 
this World, and to be influenc'd in their judi- 
cial Proceedings, purely by Compaſſion to the 
Souls of Men; and if one might take their 
Character from the Relation they ſtand in to the 
Meek and Compaſſionate Saviour of Mankind, 
we muſt conclude them to be the moſt kind 
and good-natur'd People in the World ; but 1 
know not how it has happen'd, that they have 
not anſwer d their Character; for the Hiſtory of 
paſt Ages has abnndantly convinced us, that 
there is leſs Mercy to be expected from a Spiri- 
tual Court, than from the Courts of Common 
Law ; ſo that the Diſſenters can't but wiſh, that 
All Fines and Forfcitures, Corporal Puniſhments, 
and even Negative Diſcouragements for Con- 
ſcience ſake, may be taken away: But if this 
cannot be obtain'd, but they mult ſtill be expos'd 
ro Temporal Inconveniencies, on the Account 
of their Religion, they then wiſh that they may 
rather fall into the Hands of the Laity, than 
into the Hands of the Clergy. 

You, 
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Vou are too well acquainted with the Hiſtory 
of the Church to be ignorant of the Abule that 
was made of Church Power among our ſelves, 
towards the Middle of the laſt Century, when 
People were ſummoned into the High Commiſ- 
fron Court, and Star- Chamber, examined by an 
Oath ex Officio, fined and impriſoned after a 
moſt arbitrary Manner,for not obeying the Biſhops 
Injunctions, inſomuch that the Parliament laid hold 
of the firſt Opportunity to aboliſh thoſe Courts. 
Again, when the Kingdom was in View of 
a Popiſh Succeſſor, towards the latter End of the 
Reign of K. Charles IId. the Legiſlature repcal'd 
the Act call'd Breve de Heretico Comburendo, 
which had lain dormant for above One Hun- 
dred Years, not thinking it ſafe to leave 
themſelves and their Poſterity to the Mercy of 
their Spiritual Governors, who might, one time 
or other, apprehend it neceſſary to put ſuch a 
Law in Execution, for the keeping turbulent 
Spirits quiet. No wiſe Government will truſt 
a Body of Subjects, with a Power which 
they wiſh they may never put in Execution ; 
and I am willing to hope, that the Expe- 
rience of the laſt Age has convinc'd us, that 
Penal-Laws on the Account of Religion are 
good for nothing, but to produce Enuymes, 
Strife, Confuſions, and every evil Work. The 
Church of England, I am ſure, can ſtand in no 
Need of any more Laws for her Security, while 
her Influence on the People is ſo great, as to 
aw the very Government itſelf; but ſome Gentle- 
Wo men 
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men will never be ſatisficd, nor allow the Church 
to be in flouriſhing Circumſtances, till ſhe has 
ſhaken off her Dependance on the State, and is 
arm'd with Power to cruſh 'at her Pleaſure all 
that ſhall dare to diſpute her InjunQions : I am 
far from envying the Church her Poſſeſſions, 
nor do I bear ill Will to any Man's Perſon, 
but I hope God of his Infinite Mercy, will 
never deliver us up into the Hands of Men who 
claim an Authority over Conſcience, who call 
the Laws of the Church the Laws of God, and 
will bind them on the People not only on pain 
of Corporal Puniſhment, but of the Favour 
of God and eternal Salvation. 

I have thus conſidered the ſeveral Articles of 
your Declaration with Regard to the Diſſenters, 
which put together arc as odd a Jumble of Prin- 
ciples as I ever met with. You have no ill Will 
to the Perſons of the Diſſenters, but are deſirous 
they ſhould be oppreſt with Negative Diſ- 
couragements. You think the Cauſes of their 
Separation unrcaſonable and unjuſtifiable, and 
yet upon the Iſſue yon have put them, they 
arc juſt the ſame with the Separation of the 
Church of England from Rome. You hope 
both God and Man, will make great Allow- 
ances to the Hliterate and Uneducated ; but as 
for thoſe who ſtudy the Controverſy, and make 
uſe of all proper Helps for their infiruftion and 
Information, if they ſeparate from the Church, 
you haye no Hopes of Mercy for them. You 
think that more is neceſſary to make a ſincere 
Diſſenter, than a ſincere Church-Man. In a 
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Word, You declare that the Magiſtrate has a 
Right to make Laws, to keep turbulent Spirits 
quiet, and to preſerve our Religious and Civil 
Eſtabliſhment; but wiſh at the ſame time 
that they may may lic dormant, that is, either 
that the Terror of the Laws alone, may reduce Diſ 
ſenters to the Church; or if it does not, yet 
that neither Proteſtants nor Papiſts may feel 
more of the Weight of them, than if they were 
never made; which is ſuch a Compliment upon 
the Legiſlature, as is not caſic to be paralel d. 

In this Light you are willing to appear to the 
whole World, whether it be to your Advantage, 
muſt be leſt to the judgment of your Readers. 
The Cauſe you have undertaken to defend needs 
all the Supports you are able to give it; and I am 
willing to believe you can ſay more for it than 
the Ableſt of your Predeceſſors, becauſe you are 
content that your whole Reputation for Learn- 
Bere ſhould ſtand and fall with your Sermon. The 

ers muſt not think it hard to be deſpiſed 

bes rrampled upon, when Perſons of the high- 
eſt Order in the Church of England, if they dif- 
fer from you, are treated only as Pretenders to 
Learning and Argument ; but a Zeal for the 
Church I find will give a Man a Diſpenſation for 
Decency. and good Manners : However, if you 
are able to prove the preſent Biſhops of the 
Church of England to be the Succeſſors of the 
Apoſtles in an uninterrupted Line; the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment to be Scriptural or  Apoſtolical ; 
or that our Sayiour has given an unlimited Com- 
Iniſhion to the Governors of Every Church 2 
make 


> © Reverend Dr. HATE. 43 
make Summaries of Faith, and determine the 
Externals of Wor ſhip and Diſcipline with that 
Authority, that the People are obliged to ſubmit 

to them, before they examine or approve of them, 
pu will then convert the Mam Body of the 
Diiſſenters; but till then, you muſt excuſe us, if 
we think the Cauſes of our Separation both -rea 
ſonable and juſtifiable. I am, Sig | 


Sp 4 Reverend & I R, 


1720. 


Your moft humble Servant, 


Daniel Neal. 
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